As a talented young singer with a bubbly personality, tons of energy and plenty of self belief, Mirka swept onto the local music scene like a breath of fresh air in 1997, with the release of her first CD “Mirka”.

With stars in her eyes and dreams of stardom on her mind, the youngest of five daughters, born to the Erasmus family of Rustenburg in 1976, set about making a name for herself in the music industry.

It wasn’t long before the world took notice and Mirka soon appeared twice on the cover of the family magazine Keur and was the invited presenter on the popular SABC 2 magazine program “Take 5”, only a few short years after matriculating from Hoërskool Wonderboom in Pretoria.

Appearances on Tony Sanderson’s “Chuckle & Chat Show” and SABC 1’s music program “Simunye Grooves” soon followed, not to mention the opportunity of touring with South African music icon, Steve Hofmeyr for two years.

As her popularity grew, EMI spotted Mirka’s potential and her second album “Eden” was soon released. This bilingual CD with its contemporary country rock feel, featured songs like “Am I still the one”, composed by Hofmeyr and a duet with the legendry country artist, Clive Bruce called “Wrong Reasons”.

Numerous performances at Aardklop, Innibos and the KKNK brought her more accolades, while appearances on television shows like Noot vir Noot, Dis Hoe Dit Is Met Steve, the Casper Rasper Show and Geraas, kept her in the limelight through the years.

Featuring regularly in the printed media like Huisgenoot, Vrouekeur (no less than five times on the cover), Rooi Rose, Rapport and Beeld, showed that Mirka’s star was shining bright. Despite all of this she felt that there was still something missing…

While these shows and her early albums helped shape her career, brought her rave revues from critics and a loyal fan following, she had not realised her true potential and still had a personal journey to travel before doing so.

This journey included joining Hofmeyr on the Huisgenoot/Symphony boat cruise to the Greek Islands in 2000, being the opening act for international group, Boney M’s 2001 concert in SA and appearing on stage with the likes of Kurt Darren, Theuns Jordaan, Eden, Juanita Du Plessis, Anton Goosen, Koos Kombuis, Patricia Lewis, Andre Schwartz, Yvonne Chaka-Chaka, Abigail Mokeba and Amore Vittone, in various shows.

Mirka’s expedition to fulfillment also saw her start a band called Blond 3 with Irene van Wyk and Freda Francis, which proved to be a defining moment in her career. When the bands’ paths parted, she once again focused on her solo-career. This brought her life to a standstill, leaving her without a manager, money and uncertain about the future.

But, when life deals you lemons, some people make lemonade and Mirka is one of those people. After taking a long hard look at her life, she realized that she is on earth for a reason and she had to find that reason. After some introspection, Mirka realized it is not only important what she does, but who she is and so began a new chapter in her passage to maturity in the music industry.

While she still wanted to sing, the intelligent blond who nearly became a lawyer (she studied law for a year after leaving school), started writing lyrics from the heart. Lyrics about subjects she felt deeply about.

This led her to a new music career and the knowledge that she doesn’t have to be a world-renowned rock star to make a difference in society. Through using the talents God gave her, she can change peoples’ lives, including her own and Mirka immediately set about doing just that.

What followed was the release of her first original Afrikaans album “Reality”. Through her own lyrics, she told the bitter sweet story of her life and her search for answers, which she believed at the time, she had mostly found.

For her this album was more about growing and becoming the woman she is today, than about a number one hit CD. With talents which include playing the guitar, piano, drums and harmonica, Mirka had the confidence to produce the album.

It also gave her the opportunity of starting an “all girls band” with talented young musicians. This was aimed at assisting young women enter and succeed in the music industry, without compromising who they are. It was her way of contributing back into the business she loves and it took her a step further on her personal journey to fulfillment.

It was at this time that she also got involved with a project that would become a launch pad for something far greater and meaningful in her life.

The Musical Mirka’s Ministry in Mamelodi-project saw her give weekly music lessons to 28 primary school children in Mamelodi for one year, irrevocably changing these children’s lives through her efforts and music forever.

This project, will always be near and dear to her heart. She gets totally animated when speaking about "her" children. It has also turned out to be the catalyst of a new exciting partnership, that's set to positively influence the lives of thousands of disadvantaged South African children. But more about that later.

Since her break from Blond 3 and even after the release of “Reality”, Mirka still spent much time dwelling on her life, which ultimately led to a successful show in the State Theatre in 2007, entitled “Woman”. In the show she sang her own and other female artists’ songs, giving a strong message to the fairer sex. She emphasized that each woman is special, has her own talents and beauty and shouldn’t let the plastic world of Hollywood dictate what woman should aspire too.

A trip to Seattle USA in 2008, however, saw her fulfilled as a woman when she realized her friend of 12 years, Michael, was actually the love of her life. They believe that the lessons they both learned in life had set them on a course for the perfect union.

Before leaving for America with dreams of a music career overseas, Mirka had started writing songs in English and when Michael and love happened instead, her creativity bubbled over and she soon found herself writing more songs. The result: the birth of her new international album “Still Standing”, which will be released in South Africa and the USA.

While success and recognition in the local music industry have been a part of her life for the past decade, it is “Still Standing” that is destined to make her a household name and catapult her to superstar status. While showcasing all her original songs with a variety of rock, pop, jazz and funk sounds, this album has a lot more… it has soul.

It isn’t just about her abilities as an accomplished singer with a mesmerizing alt voice, it is about a women’s journey in life to find her true self. It is about Mirka’s journey, her story of finally finding peace and contentment. With songs like “Still Standing”, “Stronger” and “Don’t give up on love”, this multi-talented artist gives a clear and simple message on this album – through love and opportunities we can all develop our skills and talents and make the best of this life given to us.

It is little wonder then that Mirka’s personal philosophy is “Life is a Song and I’m Singing It”!

Not only does this aptly encapsulate the person that she has become, but also reflects on who she wants to be in the future… a woman who sings with a purpose, uniting people from different and diverse backgrounds and inspiring people to give back to those in need.

As the chosen spokesperson for the American based non-profit company “Bridge to Cross” that will bring the Boys and Girls Clubs of America to South Africa, Mirka is already hard at work setting her future course in life.

The Boys and Girls Clubs specializes in preparing children for the future by teaching them life skills and providing training, which assists in creating happy and well balanced children.

Through her involvement with Bridge to Cross, the diminutive singing sensation will also launch the “Mirka Gives Back” campaign, whereby a percentage of the profits from her latest album “Still Standing” will be used to help establish the Boys and Girls Clubs in SA.

Mirka has also taken her involvement in Bridge to Cross a step further by recording “Christmas in Africa, Mamelodi”, a Christmas album with gifted orphans from Mamelodi. This CD was released in December 2008 and 100% of the proceeds went to the Bridge to Cross program.

Mirka’s new journey has just begun and perhaps in the future those less fortunate will also be able to say “Life is a Song and I’m Singing It”!

