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She's young, she's gorgeous and she's about to set the South African music stage on fire. This is Anrika, the talented new star with the voice, the looks and the passion to make it big.

Anrika has been around for a good few years but its only now, in 2006, that her career is taking off at full steam. Her new album, Mambo , has just been released and radio stations across the country are already playing her hit song of the same title to its keen audiences. “Everyone is very impressed with the song, Mambo . It's a party song and I believe South African audiences are ready for it,” she says.

The blonde beauty from Pretoria has come a long way. She talks about her music history with enthusiasm and a hint of nostalgia. For as long as she can remember, she has been the one to entertain the family. At the age of eight Anrika's mother caught her in front of the mirror with a hairbrush in hand, singing her little heart out. Her mother realised then that the starry-eyed youngster was destined for bigger things. She encouraged the young Anrika to sing in front of the family at every possible occasion and Anrika remembers one specific time when the family paid her R1 for every song she sang. It was this encouragement and support from her mother that kept Anrika focused throughout the tough years to come.

Throughout her primary school years at Boerefort Primary School in Pretoria , Anrika performed in school plays and from Grade 3 earned herself a solo spot on stage. She fondly remembers how the teachers got more nervous than her before every performance and how she ran the show once she hit the stage. She enjoyed every moment and soon it became evident that this timid girl was born to perform.

High school proved to be a completely different ballgame for Anrika. “When I started high school, I immediately joined the choir, but it was just not the same. After about 3 months I left the choir and started focusing on my solo career,” she says. At the age of 16 she started performing at festivals and small events and at 18 she released her first album, Vir Ewig Vir My . She received some acclaim for her song, Hou my vas , which played on the programme Belboks on KykNet and aired on community stations. It was three years later, when she landed at her new home at Gallo Record Company, that her true potential was unleashed.

Today Anrika is the latest blonde bombshell to hit the SA music scene. With Mambo she hopes to reach a wide audience and encourage South Africans to support local talent. Her music falls undoubtedly in the pop genre and her songs are sure to get audiences on their feet. She performs with two dancers who contribute to her fun and energetic shows. She believes her music can be enjoyed by people of all ages and races. “I cater for the whole family with my music. A wide crowd of people can enjoy my music and associate with my songs.”

It doesn't mean the journey ends there. For Anrika it's only started. She is currently teaching herself how to play the guitar, because “most people only view you as a real musician if you can play an instrument”. She is especially proud of her new album, Mambo , and says that 99% of the 14 songs are originals. Knowing her audience, Anrika realises that people like to listen to songs that they can sing along to. She has covered the popular songs, All out of love and Leaving on a jet plane , which she knows people will recognise. What makes it so successful is that she has taken these well-known songs and made it her own. “I wanted songs that people can associate with. That's how music should be. It must take you on a journey and every person listening to the song must get something out of it. These days songs just don't have meaning anymore,” she says passionately. “I put everything into every song I do – it's my three minutes to tell a story.”

And her story is one of passion, love and perseverance. With every one of the 14 tracks on Mambo grabbing the attention, the album is sure to fly off the shelves. “I love every single song on the album and believe people will experience it the same. Once people have seen my show, they know my album is worth buying,” she smiles.

It's difficult to believe that such a strong and striking voice comes from such a delicate woman. Off the stage Anrika is shy, down-to-earth and almost subdued, but once the tiny 22-year-old jumps on stage, she is transformed into an unstoppable pop diva. She admits that she loves every moment, although she gets butterflies in her stomach before every show. “Once I'm on the stage, I know that this is my time. Everyone is looking at me and relying on me to entertain them. It's an amazing feeling.” Local festivals like inniBos and Aardklop have seen Anrika come alive on stage, while the whole of South Africa can look forward to seeing more of this pop sensation. “I wrote three of the songs on Mambo and now that I know I can do it, I would like to focus on writing more of my own songs in the future. This is only the beginning.”

With Mambo heating up the airwaves on Jacaranda 94.2, Highveld Stereo and Kfm, Anrika is sure to become a household name. With her crystal-clear voice, her stunning good looks and her positive attitude, this butterfly is set to reach new heights.

